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a cutting assembly including a cutting blade having a 
cutting edge mounted to said frame for sliding along a movement 
axis toward and away from said receiving area, said movement 
axis having a first component of movement extending in a 
direction substantially parallel to said cutting surface and a 
second component of movement extending in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to said cutting surface; and 

a driver connected with said cutting assembly for imparting 
sliding motion to said cutting assembly for moving said cutting 
blade along the movement axis toward said receiving area, 
wherein said cutting surface, said clamping assembly and said 
cutting assembly are arranged so that the cutting edge of said 
cutting blade simultaneously engages and cuts through the bottom 
rail, tfcje sfats and the head rail of said window covering 
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jO (Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim Jf$ * 

wherein only the pocketed portion of said cutting blade engages 
he bottom rail, the slats and the top rail of said window 
covering during a cutting operation. 
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I (Amended) An apparatus for cutting a window covering 
including a head rail, a bottom rail and slats extending between 
the head rail and the bottom rail, said apparatus comprising: 
a base having a substantially flat cutting surface; 
a frame overlying said cutting surface and mounted to said 

base; 

^> said base including a clamping assembly ^ a J r^^ for 



securing the bottom rail, the slats and the top rail of said 
window covering in a side-by-side arrangement atop said cutting 
surface so that the bottom rail, the slats and the top rail are 
in contact with the substantially flat cutting surface; 

a cutting assembly including a cutting blade having/ a 
cutting edge mounted to said frame for sliding along a movement 
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axis toward and away from said cutting surface, said movement 
axis having a first component of movement extending in a 
direction substantially parallel to said cutting surface and a 
second component of movement extending in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to said cutting surface; and 

a driver connected with said cutting assembly for 
moving said cutting blade along the movement axis toward said 
cutting surface, wherein said cutting surface, said clamping 
assembly and said cutting assembly are arranged so that the 
cutting edge of said cutting blade simultaneously engages and 
cuts through the bottom rail, the slats and the head rail of 
said window covering, and wherein the cutting edge of said 
cutting blade remains substantially parallel to said 
substantially flat cutting surface when engaging and cutting 
through the bottom rail, the slats and the head rail of said 
window covering. 




| ^>§T^ (Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 
herein only the pocketed portion of said cutting blade engages 
the bottom rail, the slats and the top rail of said window 
covering during a cutting operation. 



Cancel claims 43, and 53-54 
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